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So much for full accountability: Coach out 


as GM lands extension, 


DAVID HAUGH 
In the Wake of the News 


On the same day the Bears 
fired coach John Fox for going 
14-34 in three seasons, the fran- 
chise staunchly defended extend- 
ing the contract through 2021 for 
the general manager who assem- 
bled the rosters responsible for so 
much losing — Ryan Pace. 

Accountability, be damned. 

“When Ryan was hired three 
years ago, he told us that a plan to 
build a team for sustainable suc- 
cess would not be easy but his 
plan to build principally through 
the draft, to lay that right founda- 


starts another search 


More coverage 


Bears’ deep conviction in Mitch 
Trubisky is driving force behind 
every move at Halas Hall, writes 
Brad Biggs. Plus: A look at the 
candidates to replace John Fox. 
In Chicago Sports 


tion, made sense to us — and it 
still does,” Bears President Ted 
Phillips said Monday at Halas 
Hall. 

Put another way, the Bears 
kicked off the new year by recy- 
cling the same old message deliv- 
ered in all-too familiar fashion. 
Putting Phillips behind a micro- 
phone to explain a mess he 
helped create was no way to 
announce a fresh start. Without 
checking the transcripts, Phillips 


Turn to Haugh, Page 5 


BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


General manager Ryan Pace talks about the Bears’ search for a coach following the dismissal of John Fox. 
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ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


MEET CHICAGOLAND'S FRESHEST FACES 


Instead of hosting a New Year’s Eve party, longtime couple Jeremy Davis and Dana Brown, of Oak Lawn, counted down the seconds until 
their baby girl was born at 12:08 a.m. Monday at Advocate Christ Medical Center, making her the first child born in the Chicago area in 
2018. Jayda, 6, got the chance to meet her little sister, Janae, later in the day. More on the first babies of 2018, Page 4 


Pace of city 
immigration 
court slows 
to a crawl 


By JEFF COEN 
Chicago Tribune 


The woman seeking asylum in 
immigration court in Chicago has a 
story as harrowing as they come. 

She was orphaned at 13 when her 
parents were killed in the 
mid-1990s by a criminal gang that 
wanted her family’s farmland. 
Nearly 20 years later, her brother 
was slain by members of the same 
gang and her husband beaten 
nearly to death, sending her fleeing 
with two young daughters from 
Honduras to the Texas-Mexico 
border. 

Chicago lawyer Abdus Samad 
Pardesi wants to help the woman he 
refers to by the pseudonym “Rosa” 
for her safety, but he’s going to have 
to wait. 

After preparing for a hearing 
multiple times in the past three 
years, the case he picked up pro 
bono in 2015 now has another date 
before a judge — in 2019. 

“She walked in and saw her 
mother shot to death on the kitchen 


Turn to Immigration, Page 5 


Digital info desk 


a memorable trip 


By ELVIA MALAGON 
Chicago Tribune 


aims to give visitors 


The way Marty Mullarkey 


McCormick Place greeter 
inspires new city 
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guide app 


JEN 


sees it, he could do his job 
sitting behind the informa- 
tion desk at the sprawling 
McCormick Place or he can 
work the room. 

He prefers the latter. 

While the 61-year-old Chi- 
cago native fields questions 
from his kiosk, many days he 
can be seen and heard — 
bullhorn to mouth — herding 
trade show attendees to 
meetings and other events 
inside the mega-conference 
center. Or soothing flustered 
visitors who misplaced a 
phone, their luggage or a 
name tag. Or offering up 
insider tips to those who 
want a real slice of Chicago — 
and not just deep dish. 

So when a group of Mc- 
Cormick Place officials de- 
cided to create a visitor app, it 
was only fitting to name it for 
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Marty Mullarkey, left, a longtime guest information manager 
at McCormick Place, gives directions to visitor Ryan Sanders. 


Marty, a guest information 
manager who’s worked there 
for 19 years, according to 
Barnaby Dinges, a McCor- 
mick Place spokesman. The 
app launched in November, 
and Mullarkey said he was in 
awe when he learned it would 
be named for him. 

“This is the same feeling I 
got when I was in grade 
school coming for the first 
time (to McCormick Place for 
an event)? he remembers 


telling himself. “You know, if 
you can’t have fun and enthu- 
siasm coming to work, you 
shouldn’t come in. So it’s 
pretty good, and I grew up in 
the city so I take a lot of pride 
in the app.” 

The app may be a digital 
information desk for visitors 
trying to find anearby hot dog 
stand or determining how 
long it will take to walk to 
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Tips led 
to arrest 
in CTA 
attack 


Police had no contact 
with push victim until 
after Tribune report 


By ROSEMARY REGINA SOBOL 
AND JEREMY GORNER 
Chicago Tribune 


In the days after a man was 
shoved off a Loop subway plat- 
form, detectives say they tried 
calling the victim and finally sent 
him a letter. 

Little more than a week after 
the Aug. 1 attack on the Blue Line, 
police sus- 
pended their 
investigation 
without hear- 
ing back from 
him — even 
though surveil- 
lance video 
showed a man y l 
pushing Ben anes 
Benedict onto Chad Estep 
the tracks and was charged 
keeping him with pushing a 


from getting man off a CTA 
back onto the platform in the 
platform, ac- Loop. 


cording to 
newly obtained records. 

They did so without issuing any 
public alerts or pleas for informa- 
tion about the seemingly random 
attack, which left Benedict with a 
sprained wrist but no serious 
injuries. 

There would be no progress in 
the case until early September, 
after the Tribune published a 
story about the incident and calls 
started coming into the depart- 
ment, the records show. 

One early caller, a woman who 
said she knew the suspect years 
ago, provided enough information 
to lead to the arrest of Chad Estep, 
a doctoral graduate in neurosci- 
ence at Northwestern University. 

Prosecutors say Benedict and 
Estep did not know each other, 
and the motive for the attack 
remains a mystery. 

The detective files released to 


Turn to CTA push, Page 6 


GOP Congress: 


Unfinished work, 
slimmer majority 
Congress returns to work this 
week focused on spending, immi- 
gration and other crucial issues 
but will do so with a diminished 
GOP majority after the Demo- 
cratic senator from Alabama is 
sworn in Wednesday, making it 
harder for Republicans to move 
on President Donald Trump’s 
agenda. Nation & World, Page 7 


> Tom Skilling’s forecast nigh l4 Low5 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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